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About Flagler County 

GEOGRAPHY 

Located on the northeast coast of Florida, Flagler County is 31 miles south of St. Augustine and 24 miles north of Daytona Beach.  The county is 

bordered by St. Johns County to the north, Putnam County to the west, Volusia County to the south, and the Atlantic Ocean to the east.  Flagler 

County is about 23 miles wide at its widest point east to west, and 29 miles long at its longest point north to south.  Flagler County occupies 

approximately 571 square miles consisting of 485 square miles of land area and 86 square miles of water area.  With a population of 95,696 

(2010 U.S. Census), the county is comprised of five municipalities – Palm Coast, Flagler Beach, Beverly Beach, Bunnell and Marineland.  The 

County’s municipalities have incorporated roughly 48% of the land area within Flagler County.  While the bulk of the County’s population lives in 

Palm Coast, its largest city (by geography) is Bunnell.  About 52% of the land area within Flagler County remains unincorporated.  There is a 

developed and connected roadway system providing access to SR A1A, Interstate 95, U.S. 1 and SR 100.  The Intracoastal Waterway, which 

bisects the eastern portion of Flagler County is navigable from Miami to Canada’s St. Lawrence Seaway.  The Atlantic Ocean can be accessed at 

Ponce Inlet to the south or St. Augustine to the north. The Atlantic Ocean beachfront area is 18 miles long with pristine beaches.  There are over 

40 parks and preserves, and more than 90 miles of trails for hiking, biking and paddling.   Flagler County is a desirable destination for tourists, 

visitors, businesses and residents. 
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 HISTORY 

Flagler County, named after the famous railroad builder Henry Flagler, was created in 1917 from portions of Volusia and St. Johns Counties.  The 

story of Flagler County is rich in American History, beginning with the Native Americans who migrated seasonally collecting resources along the 

eastern shoreline.   It is believed that The Timucuan Indians were among the area’s earliest inhabitants, who settled in Northeast Florida as early 

as 2000 BC.  European settlement in Flagler County began during the time of the Spanish occupation of St. Augustine.  During the subsequent 

British occupation, “Kings Road” was built connecting South Georgia with the Turnbull Colony at New Smyrna, providing greater access to the 

area.  Portions of this road remain today, as Old Kings Road, and it still serves as one of Flagler County’s major north-south corridors. 

The City Of Bunnell, is the county seat for Flagler County and one of the oldest communities on the east coast of Florida.  Officially incorporated 

as a town in 1913, and a city in 1924, Bunnell’s history dates back to the 1880’s.  As with many Florida communities, Bunnell’s history is tied to 

the railroad industry.  The area grew in time with small farms that successfully raised sugar cane, corn, sweet potatoes, cucumbers and hay.  

Flagler Beach became incorporated in April on 1925 and has grown from a sleepy fishing village to a unique seaside community that has retained 

much of its original charm.  The city is home to six miles of uncrowded beaches, great fishing spots (including the Flagler Beach Municipal Pier), 

restaurants, gift shops and recreational facilities.  Palm Coast, which was developed by ITT Corporation in 1969, is now home to 76,450 

residents.  The project, operated by ITT Community Development Corporation, targeted retirement age urban residents and professionals from 

the North and Midwest by offering slices of land cut from miles of forest, and the promise of a 500-mile infrastructure of roads, utilities and 

sewer line.  As a result, Palm Coast became the largest planned unit development in Florida history.     

CLIMATE 

Over the course of a year, the temperature reaches 80 degrees by mid April and remains in the 80’s until mid October.   The climate is a warm 

and humid temperature with hot summers and precipitation that is moderate to light rain.  On average, there are 225 sunny days per year.  

There is plenty of sunshine to enjoy the beaches, recreational activities, or spending the day enjoying one of the many county parks and 

preserves.   

GOVERNING THE COUNTY 

Flagler County’s government is configured to be responsive and accessible to the general public.  The County, is governed by an elected five-

member Board Of County Commissioners.  In addition to the Commissioners, citizens also elect five Constitutional Officers:  Tax Collector, 

Property Appraiser, Clerk Of The Circuit Court, Sheriff and Supervisor Of Elections.  The County’s administrative departments are housed under 
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the purview of the County Administrator and include Public Works, Community Services, Growth Management, Financial Services, General 

Services, Emergency Services and Engineering. 

POPULATION   

According to the 2010 Census figure for Flagler County the population stood at 95,696 residents.  This was a 92 percent increase from the year 

2000.  Flagler County has been named as the fastest growing county in the U.S. by percentage of the 2000 population, having grown by over 53% 

in a five-year period.  Flagler County has a 2012 population of 97,160 and is projected to grow to a population of 114,700 by 2015.  The median 

age of all Flagler County residents is 47.5 years.  24.5 % of the population is age 65 or over, and 19.9 % of the population is under the age of 18.   

EDUCATION 

Flagler County Public Schools enroll about 13,000 students per school year.  This includes two public high schools, 5 elementary schools and 2 

middle schools.  In addition, there is a college campus in Palm Coast which is a branch of Daytona State College.  

ECONOMY  

As the economy has started to improve and stabilize, Flagler County government continues to operate on a conservative budget.  Enthusiasm in 

the Flagler County market is growing steadily and unemployment numbers are falling, as new businesses continue to open and local tourism 

continues to progress.  The residential construction industry and agriculture-related businesses continue to be important elements of Flagler 

County’s economy.  According to the latest information, the four largest employers in the private sector are Florida Hospital Flagler, Palm Coast 

Data, Publix Supermarkets and Hammock Beach Resort.  The median household income in Flagler County is $49,159, which is 12.3% above the 

state average of $44,755.  Likewise, the percentage of Flagler County residents living below the poverty level is 11.3%, well below the state 

average of 15.0%.  Flagler County will continue to balance the growth and protect the environment while providing high quality services that are 

in the best interest of the residents and community. 
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