




























Flagler County Government 
Environmentally Sensitive Lands 

Staff Report 
Eligible for listing Y___ N___ 

 
TO:  Land Acquisition Selection Advisory Committee 
 
FROM: Tim Telfer 
 
DATE: March 29, 2010 
 
SUBJECT: Townsend Properties 

 
I. Location and Legal Description:  Four vacant agricultural tracts: 

    a. Lake Disston Tract 

    b.  Dead Lake Tract 

    c.  Haw Creek Tract 

    d. Prarie Tract 

 

II. Owner(s)/Applicant:   Owner:   Clara S. Townsend, et al 
       C/O Plum Creek Timberlands Lessee 
        

Applicant: St Johns River Water Management District 
 

III. Parcel Size: Total:  +/- 5,471 ac  
    Tract a. 2,678 acres 
    Tract b. 1,509 acres 
    Tract c.  617 acres 
    Tract d.  667 acres 
 

Probable Uplands: 21% or 1,157 acres 
Probable Wetlands: 79% or 4,314 acres  
 

IV. Existing Zoning & Future Land Use Classification:   
a. Zoning:  AG; Agriculture 3.03.02. The purpose and intent of the AC--

Agriculture district is to preserve valuable agricultural/forestry land for 
those uses, and to protect land best suited for agricultural/forestry uses 
from the encroachment of incompatible land uses. 

b. Land Use:  Agriculture and Timberlands: (1 unit / 5 acres) over uplands 
Conservation: (No Density) over wetlands 
 

c. Present Use: Vacant.  Silviculture production.  The properties are 
encumbered with a timber lease in favor of Plum Creek Timber Company, 
Inc. terminating on January 29, 2023.  The lease encumbers the majority 
of surface rights including silviculture, cattle farming and recreation rights 
such as hunting and fishing.  The property owner is entitled to annual 



  
 

lease payments which are fixed rate based on a 1957 index price of $3.90 
per cord with an adjustment clause based upon the Producer Price Index 
for the estimated timber production.  The lessee (Plumb Creek) also pays 
all property taxes.  The cord volume is established by a timber cruise 
every 10 years.  According to the lease, 7,491 cords are projected to be 
produced from the property each year. 

 
V. Meets Florida Natural Areas Inventory criteria for designation as a Locally 

Significant Natural Area:   
Yes  __X  All four tracts individually meet the criteria for this 
designation. 
No   ___ 

 
VI. Program Objectives:   

 
Primary Program Objectives 

 
a) Preserve wildlife habitats and protect the health and diversity of wildlife, 

especially threatened and endangered species of plants and animals. 
 
Tract a. Lake Disston Tract: 
FNAI Element Occurrences document an active Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus 
leucocephalus) approximately ½ mile from this site.  (Federally no longer 
listed as an Endangered Species but protected by the Bald and Golden Eagle 
Protection Act and Migratory Bird Treaty Act.  Development of this site is 
unlikely to meet definition of “harassment” under these rules).  
FNAI also list Florida Sandhill Crane (Grus canadensis pratensis), an S2/S3 
species, and Florida Black Bear (Ursus americanus floridanus), an S2 
species, as on or near the site based on habitat models or species range 
models. 
 
Tract b. Dead Lake Tract, Tract c. Haw Creek Tract, and Tract d. Prairie Tract 
all contain similar FNAI reports generally highlighted as follows: 
FNAI Element Occurrences list Florida Sandhill Crane (Grus canadensis 
pratensis), an S2/S3 species, and Florida Black Bear (Ursus americanus 
floridanus), an S2 species, as on or near the site based on habitat models or 
species range models. 
 
See attached FNAI reports for further details. 
 

b) Promote improved water quality and preserve the Floridan aquifer and water 
recharge areas. 

Townsend Tracts may provide up to 4,300 acres of wetlands in the floodplain of 
Lake Disston, Dead Lake, Crescent Lake, Haw Creek, Middle Haw Creek and 
Little Haw Creek.  
 



  
 

c) Preserve rare natural communities or wildlife habitats/ecosystems. 
 
Tract a. Lake Disston Tract: 
Property contains approximately 2.2 miles of shoreline along Lake Disston, an 
Outstanding Florida Water per Florida Administrative Code 62-302.700.   

 
d) Preserve unique cultural, historic, scenic and significant geologic features. 
 Tract a. Lake Disston Tract: 
 Property contains over 1.5 miles of shoreline along Lake  Disston, an 
Outstanding Florida Water per Florida Administrative Code 62- 302.700.   

 
e) Promote economic development through the creation of nature tourism 

property, infrastructure, and opportunities. 
  

Opportunities for hiking, fishing, wildlife viewing, primitive camping and 
canoe/kayak trails.   
 

f) Promote public use and enjoyment of acquired lands including public access 
to water bodies for recreation activities. 

 
Tract a, the Lake Disston Tract would provide additional access to Lake Disston 
while Tract b, the Dead Lake Tract would provide additional access to Dead Lake 
(1/2 mile of frontage). 
 

Secondary Program Objectives 
 
a) Preserve green space as passive recreation in close proximity to 

development to provide refuge for residents, visitors, and wildlife. 
  
All four Townsend tracts are within five miles of urban boundaries; the Haw 
Creek Tract is adjacent to the city limits of Bunnell. 

 
b) Reduce capital acquisition and land management costs by partnering with 

other agencies. 
Application is being submitted by SJRWMD for a joint acquisition.  The 
application states the SJRWMD is willing to assist with the management of these 
parcels. 
 
c) Enhance existing recreation facilities throughout the County by acquiring 

adjoining properties. 
  
All four Tracts are adjacent to existing public lands.    
 
d) Establish wildlife corridors throughout the county promoting wildlife protection, 

habitat preservation, and migration. 
 



  
 

e) Establish recreational trail corridors throughout the County promoting 
alternative transportation modes, nature viewing, and fitness / exercise 
opportunities. 

 
f) Restore damaged habitats that can have substantial positive environmental 

impacts upon being restored. 
 

VII. Program Objectives met: 
Primary Program Objectives (must meet three to be listed) 
a) ________ 
b) ________ 
c) ________ 
d) ________ 
e) ________ 
f) ________ 

 

Attachments 

1. Project Application 
2. Staff Preliminary Assessment Report 
3. Aerial photograph, Location Map and/or USGS Quadrangle Map 
4. Location Map on latest Public Lands, Conservation and Easement Map layers 
5. Future Land Use Map/Description and Zoning Map/Description 
6. FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency) Floodplain Maps and 
National Wetlands Inventory Map 
7. FNAI (Florida Natural Areas Inventory) report 
8. Property Appraiser’s parcel information (from webpage) 
9. Additional information determined of importance (for example, specific 
historical information) 
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